
(Cambridge Chronicle, 12 June 1916) 

 

PTE LEONARD C SPARKS 

 

The death occurred (from wounds received at the Front) in Netley Hospital last Tuesday 

of Pte L C Sparks, Army Service Corps (MT) of 37, Abbey Walk, Cambridge.  Before 

joining the service, about two months ago, deceased was engaged as chauffeur to Mr J O 

Vinter, and previous to that was in the employ of Dr Neish.  He had a wide circle of 

friends in the town, and was a prominent member of the Beaconsfield Club, being at one 

time a member of the committee.  On the previous Friday Mrs Sparks received a letter 

from her husband's officer stating that he was wounded in the head by a fragment of a 

shell dropped by a hostile aeroplane while engaged in carrying ammunition to the artil-

lery.  On Monday evening a wire from Netley Hospital stated that Pte Sparks was lying 

seriously wounded, and on Tuesday a letter was received from the ASC Depot at Wool-

wich (written evidently before the telegram) stating that Pte Sparks was lying at the base 

hospital suffering from a fractured skull, resulting from an accident.  Mrs Sparks went to 

Netley on Tuesday, but her husband passed away shortly before her arrival. 

The Funeral. 

The funeral took place at Mill Road Cemetery on Saturday afternoon in the presence of a 

large number of sympathisers.  The body had been brought from Southampton on Friday, 

and taken to the home of the parents, 12, Great Eastern Street.  The cortege left Great 

Eastern Street, and proceeded to the cemetery accompanied by a firing party of Cadets 

and a bugler, under Sergt Martin.  The service in the chapel and at the graveside was con-

ducted by the Rev How (military chaplain).  At the conclusion of the service at the 

graveside the firing party fired three volleys and the trumpeter sounded the “Last Post.”  

The coffin, which was of polished panelled elm, with brass fittings, bore the inscription:‒ 

PTE LEONARD C SPARKS, 

ASC (MT) 177157 

Died July 4th, 1916 

Aged 32 years. 



The chief mourners were: Mrs L C Sparks (widow); Mr J Sparks (father), Mrs J Sparks 

(mother), Mr B Sparks (brother), Mr W Sparks (brother), Mrs G Biggs (sister), Mr H 

Sparks (brother), Miss Lily Sparks (sister), Miss Eva Sparks (sister), Master Tom Sparks 

(brother), Miss K Claydon and Mrs Poulter (sisters-in-law), Mr G Biggs (brother-in-law), 

Mrs H Sparks, Mrs W Sparks, and Mrs S Sparks (sisters-in-law), Mrs Frost and Mrs 

Thurston (aunts), Mr and Mrs T Wayman (uncle and aunt), and Mrs R Wayman 

(aunt).  THe following members of the Beaconsfield Club:‒ Messrs Cooper, C Long, H 

Driver and H T Linsey.  Representatives of the Court Royal Standard, AOF, of which 

Court the late Pte Sparks was a PCR:‒ Bros G A Germany, PDCB J Collins, PCR Sansom, 

PCR J Taylor, PCR and WH Barron, PCR. 

A large number of beautiful floral and artificial tributes were sent, including the follow-

ing:‒ In ever loving memory, from his sorrowing wife and child; In loving memory of 

dear Len, from his sorrowing father, mother, brothers and sisters; In loving memory of a 

true son and brother, from Mr and Mrs Claydon and family; In remembrance of my lov-

ing brother, from his sorrowing sister Eva ; In loving remembrance of our dear brother 

Len, from his loving brother Herbert and sister Maude; In loving remembrance of our 

dear brother Len, from his sorrowing sister Lil and brother Tom; With deepest sympathy, 

from Uncles and Aunts; With heartfelt sympathy, from Aunt and Cousin Ethel; With 

deepest sympathy, from his cousins, Herbert and Gladys ; With sincere sympathy, from 

Mr and Mrs Poulter; With deepest regrets, from Mr and Mrs Griffiths; With deepest 

sympathy, from his loving nieces, Grace and Gladys; With deepest sympathy, from a true 

friend, Pte A Haynes, Tring; With heartfelt sympathy, from Aunt and Lily; With deepest 

sympathy, from Mr and Mrs Ellis Merry and Maude; With deepest sympathy, from Mrs E 

Matthews and Mrs E Looker; In affectionate remembrance of a sincere and true friend, 

from Mr and Mrs W H Barron; With deepest sympathy from members and friends of the 

Beaconsfield Club; With deepest sympathy, from Miss D Barringer. 

The funeral arrangements were carried out by Mr Ellis Merry. 

 

__________________ 

 


