
(Cambridge Daily News, 9 February 1917) 

REVIEW OF CHEMISTS’ CERTIFICATES 

    The Military Representative asked for a review of the certificates of exemption granted 

by the recruiting officer in respect of four chemists in the town.  The chemists were: 

Mervyn Ernest Parson (31), 24, Mill-road, pharmacist and sub-postmaster;  Sidney J. 

Parson (37), married, 4 and 5, Peas-hill [...] 

Mr. Miller said the four cases were reviews made by him of chemists who were dispensers 

under the National Insurance Act.  The men were holding a recruiting officer’s certifi-

cates of exemption, which were now reviewed, because no one could hold a recruiting 

officer’s certificate any longer.  He was unable to agree with the Clerk of the Insurance 

Committee, Mr. A. Wright, and the Chairman, that any of the four men should be re-

tained.  The two Messrs. Parson had been passed for B 1. [...]  The matter was sent to the 

National Insurance Commissioners, who had to confer with the Army Council, and the 

Director of Recruiting had written him (Mr. Miller) saying that in his opinion the men 

should be released for military service.  The Insurance Commissioners had had the whole 

of the chemists in the town before them, and they were of the opinion that it should be 

possible to release four dispensers from the staff which was at present available. 

___________________ 

(Press and News, 11 January 1918) 

BROTHER CHEMISTS 

    The cases of Sidney James Parson (38), married, 5, Peas-hill, and Mervyn Ernest Parson 

(25), married, 74, Mill-road, both chemists, and both classed B1, were taken together.  

    Mr. A. Wright, Clerk to the Cambs. Insurance Committee, and Mr. A. V. Clements 

supported the application. [...]  There were now 23 qualified dispensers in the town, com-

pared with 57 at the commencement of the war.  The Committee had over 250 invalid 

soldiers since October being attended by doctors, and had now got to the very lowest 

level with regard to dispensers unless the civil population were to suffer.  Mr. M. E. Par-

son dispensed last year 1,611 National Health prescriptions and 600 that were not those of 

panel patients, while Mr. Sidney Parson dispensed 409 of the former and 5,484 of the lat-

ter. 

    [...] Exemption was given for three months in the case of Mr. S. J. Parson, and no ex-

emption in the case of Mr. M. E. Parson, the latter not to be called until Feb. 1st. condi-

tional on no appeal being made.  The Chairman said that when Mr. S. J. Parson came be-

fore the Tribunal again they would want to be satisfied that he had done all that it was 

possible to do to keep up his brother’s business.  It did not follow that he would be able to 

keep it up, but he must show that he had tried to. 

    Mr. Clements: I am afraid we are getting no straw, and we are asked to make more 

bricks. (Laughter.) 

___________________ 


