
[ DEATH OF THOMAS RUSSELL PRESTON ] 

(Cambridge Chronicle, 24 December 1864) 

Fatal Accident.— Last Tuesday some boys were amusing themselves by shooting small birds 

in the fields at Newnham, when a sad accident occurred, by which one of them (a lad named 

Thomas Preston, a son of Mr. Thomas Preston, of Newnham) was killed on the spot.  It 

seems the boys had procured several guns, and were shooting birds unknown to their 

parents, and after having waited some time for sport a bird was seen in the bush, and they 

directly got ready to fire at it.  The deceased was then standing between the bush and a lad 

named James Ludman, who, in raising his gun to his shoulder and at the same time pulling 

up the hammer, by some means slipped his finger, and the contents of the gun were 

discharged into the breast of Preston, killing him instantly. 

An inquest was held on the body the next day by the Borough Coroner, Edmond Foster, 

Esq., and from the evidence the Jury were of opinion that the melancholy affair was entirely 

the result of an accident, and found a verdict of accidental death accordingly, and at the 

same time expressed their opinion that some measures should be taken to prevent the use 

of firearms by the boys of the neighbourhood in the fields of Newnham.  It was stated at the 

inquest that on most days boys might be seen in the fields with firearms, while children 

stood close to them to see the sport; and therefore every humane person must surely be 

glad to see the wish of the jury carried into effect. 

The deceased was 16 years of age and was a promising boy, and his loss seems to be greatly 

felt in the neighbourhood, particularly by the unhappy lad who has been the cause of his 

accidental death. 

 

___________________________ 


