
(Sheffield Daily Telegraph, Tuesday, 29 August 1893) 

 

SAD DEATH OF A BARONET’S SON. 
 

An inquest was held on Saturday at Durham on the body of William George Gabriel 

Stokes, aged 30, - Sir George Gabriel Stokes, Bart., of Cambridge University, who was pre-

sent during the whole of the inquest, said deceased was his son, and was an M.A. and Bach-

elor of Medicine of Cambridge University.  He left home on the 15th to come to Coundon 

as partner to Dr. Wardle.  He was a young man of temperate habits, and so far as witness 

knew was not in the habit of taking drugs to induce sleep. – Mary Brownbridge, house-

keeper, said she left the deceased in the surgery at 10 o’clock on Thursday night, writing.  

Next morning she went four times at intervals to awaken him, but could not.  She then got 

assistance, and on getting into the bedroom found him lying in a deep stupor, and sent for 

medical assistance. – Dr. Wardle said the deceased came to Auckland on the 15 th, but did 

not go to Coundon until Tuesday last.  He never saw him from the Wednesday until 11 

o’clock on Friday morning, when he found him in a deep state of insensibility, with all the 

symptoms of opium poisoning.  He was handed a note found in the room, which read as 

follows:- 

 

           “August 24, 1893. 

“My memory is going fast; my nerves are gone; I feel I am going mad.  I cannot sleep; I 

me]an to sleep sound to-night.  May God and my family forgive me. – W. G. G. STOKES.” 

On the envelope different times were mentioned, and the amount of morphia he had 

taken.  At 1.20 he wrote: “I am getting drowsy, but have not slept.”  At 2.45 he wrote: “I 

have got no sleep; I am tired of this.”  Witness did all he knew to restore him, but he died 

at three o’clock that morning.  Death was caused by morphia poisoning. – The jury found 

a verdict that the deceased committed suicide by morphia poisoning, while temporarily 

insane. 
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