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Stop 1 AVENUE OF LIMES
The Avenue of Limes was planted in 1874 but how many of the current limes date
from this time is unknown.
It is not certain whether the avenue was originally pleached, as the trees appear to
have been freely grown and cut off at a uniform height. (Pleaching is a technique
used to train trees into a raised hedge.) The branches have subsequently been
trained out sidewise and the trees managed into a semi-pleached form, leaving a
sizable central horizontal cut. Wood decaying fungi have colonised many of the
stems and trunks through the cuts, but the branches carry relatively little weight so
at present this does not appear to be a problem.
The European, or Common Lime, is a natural hybrid of the small-leafed lime Tilia
cordata and the large-leafed lime Tilia platyphyllos. These two are British natives, but
the Common Lime was introduced from the Netherlands in the 17th century. It is
one of the tallest deciduous trees growing up to 40m. The bark is smooth and grey,
becoming fissured with age. The leaves are heart-shaped, around 10cm long and
lime-green in spring. They are followed in midsummer by beautiful scented,
yellowish-white blossoms with long bracts (modified leaves), which attract bees
looking for nectar. In summer aphids feed on the leaves, making them sticky with
‘honeydew’ and then black with sooty mould. As Limes are often planted as street
trees, this syrupy substance inevitably falls on cars and pavements, annoying the
owners and passers-by. They also have a tendency to sprout unsightly suckers. Lime
wood is fine-grained but soft and is ideal for carving. It was used most famously by
Tilman Riemenschneider to carve altar pieces and sculptures of saints.
Mythology and Folklore of the Lime
In Germanic mythology, the lime was believed to help discover the truth. Local
communities assembled under a lime tree in order to seek justice. Until the 18th
century verdicts in rural Germany were frequently returned 'sub tilia' (under the
Lime).
In the Nibelungenlied, written around 1200, a bird tells Siegfried that to make
himself invincible, he must bathe in the blood of a dragon. This he does, but a single
lime leaf lodges between his shoulder blades, leaving him vulnerable at this point. It
is to be Siegfried’s undoing. Later in the story while kneeling to drink, Hagen kills
him, by thrusting a spear into the spot.
Stop 2 ALDER
The Common Alder sometimes known as the Black Alder or European Alder is a
deciduous tree native to Britain, Europe and SW Asia. Alders are water-loving plants
and are found on the banks of rivers and lakes.
They thrive in wet conditions and will grow on marshland with their roots fully
submerged. The bark of a mature tree is grey-brown and fissured. When fully grown
it can reach a height of 35m. The leaves are quite distinctive being broad and
rounded with the broadest part above the middle of the leaf. In January the male
catkins give a purple tinge to the crown. These are followed by the female catkins
which turn from purple to red. The fruits of the Alder look very similar to small
brown pine cones and are an attractive decoration to the tree in mid-winter. Like the
Pea family the roots of the Alder have nodules where nitrogen-fixing bacteria grow
which improve the fertility of the soil. Unlike most other woods alder does not rot in

water and in fact hardens over time. In the past alder was used to build jetties and
bridges, for example the supports for the Rialto Bridge in Venice and for many of the
buildings in Amsterdam.
Mythology and Folklore of the Alder
The Alder is associated with evil spirits, because of the reddish brown colour of the
wood, which appears to bleed when cut.
Stop 3. COMMON HOLLY
The Common Holly is native to Britain, the milder areas of Europe and SW Asia. It is
immediately recognisable by its thorny, dark, glossy evergreen leaves.
It is dioecious, meaning it has separate male and female trees. In May the Common
Holly is covered with pale pink-white flowers. In November bright red berries are
produced on the female tree, which can last well into the following year, if they are
not eaten by birds and other animals. The berries are mildly toxic to humans and will
cause vomiting and diarrhoea if eaten. A mature Holly can grow to 20m but they are
often trimmed and kept as medium to large shrubs. The wood is white, hard-grained
and durable and was used to make tool handles and spinning rods. It stains well and
so was also used in the manufacture of chessmen.
Mythology and Folklore of the Holly
In Britain and much of Europe Holly is strongly associated with Christmas, and its
bright red berries make it an ideal Christmas decoration. There are many legends
associated with the Holly. In Celtic mythology the year is divided between the Holly
and the Oak Kings. The Holly King, Lord of the Winterwood, rules from midsummer
to the winter solstice, when he is overcome by his mortal enemy, the Oak King, Lord
of the Greenwood, who then rules from midwinter until the summer solstice.
In the past people believed that cutting down a holly could bring bad luck. Hollies
were associated with everlasting life and were thought to provide protection. For
this reason hollies were often left to grow untrimmed in hedges. Witches were also
believed to run along the tops of hedges, thus leaving the hollies protruding from the
hedge tops would stop them in their tracks.

Stop 4 COMMON ASH
There are quite a number of Common Ashes in the Cemetery, many of which are
probably self-seeded. Most of them are quite young.
The Common Ash is a large deciduous tree, native to Britain and most of Europe and
SW Asia. It can grow to around 35m. It is a member of the Olive Family, which
contains many scented flowering shrubs like Lilac and Jasmine and has scented white
flowers, which appear in early May. The bark is pale grey and smooth when young. It
has bright green compound leaves, made up of 9-11 lance-shaped leaflets. These are
amongst the last to open in spring, after the flowers. The large black buds are very
distinctive in winter and make this tree easy to identify. In autumn, mature trees are

covered with bunches of winged seeds, commonly known as keys. It propagates very
freely and many of the ashes in the Cemetery are self-seeded rather than plant.
Mythology and Folklore of the Ash
In English folklore the coming into leaf of the Ash and the Oak were used to forecast
the summer weather:
“Oak before ash, in for a splash
Ash before oak, in for a soak”
In Norse mythology, the World Tree, Yggdrasil, is a gigantic Ash, whose branches
reach far into the heavens. Beneath its huge trunk the Ash is supported by three
roots, which reach down to three wells deep within the bowels of the earth and
around the tree are the 9 worlds. The chief of the Norse gods, Odin, speared himself
to the Yggdrasil for nine days and nine nights, in order to receive the wisdom that
would give him power over the 9 worlds. Legend tells that by this act of self-sacrifice
the mystery of the runes was given to him.
Stop 5 SYCAMORE
The Sycamore is one of Britain’s most widely planted deciduous trees. A member of
the Maple family, the Sycamore is native to central and southern Europe and the
Caucasus.
Sycamores are very imposing when old, their stout trunks and branches bearing a
great canopy of leaves. They are extremely pollution tolerant and can withstand all
kinds of weather and soil conditions. Part of the Latin name, Acer pseudoplatanus,
means ‘false plane’ and there is confusion in identifying Sycamores and Plane trees.
The Americans and the Scots call their Plane tree ‘Sycamore’ and our Sycamore
‘Plane’. The leaves of both trees look similar, but the fruits are quite different and so
is the bark. Sycamores have distinctive winged seeds commonly referred to as ‘keys’,
while the fruits of plane trees are brown hairy balls. Similarly the bark of the
sycamore is grey, developing a pinkish tinge with age, while the bark of the plane
tree flakes to reveal a lighter colour underneath. Sycamore leaves are lobed, dark
green on top with pale undersides. The stems are red at the outset but change to
green and pink and are arranged alternately along the stem. The flowers appear with
the leaves in April.
Many trees were originally planted in farmyards, as their luxuriant summer foliage
provides livestock with welcome and cooling shade. The timber is very hard and
white and is used to make bread-boards, rolling pins, kitchen tables and work-tops
which keep their whiteness after scrubbing. They are used to make the backs, necks
and scrolls of violins.
In January 1567, Mary Queen of Scots is said to have nursed her husband, Lord
Darnley, back to health beneath a Sycamore tree (Plane Tree in Scots) at Darnley in
Glasgow.
Stop 6. IRISH YEW
The Irish Yew Taxus baccata ‘Fastigiata’ is a variety of the Common Yew, Taxus
baccata. It has a distinctive upright habit, forming a dense, compact, broad column,
whereas the Common Yew is more rounded and often has several trunks.

Yews are a familiar sight in English churchyards. Popular belief suggests they were
planted to keep cattle out as Yews are poisonous, but in the case of very old trees, it
may be they were already growing on the site of an ancient place of worship before
the church was built.
The Irish Yews each side of the central north-south path are instantly recognisable.
They were probably part of William Mudd’s 1860s' planting scheme (MRCCP). It
looks as though Mudd intended to plant them in pairs on either side of the path.
Today there are gaps, probably due to natural causes.
There are several Common Yews in the Cemetery and in Area D one example of the
variety Taxus baccata ‘Dovastoniana’ has long, very distinctive branchlets which hang
down vertically from the main branches. Darwin knew this tree from his childhood
home, ‘The Mount’, in Shrewsbury. It was named after John Dovaston, a local
nurseryman, who discovered and propagated it. He supplied Darwin’s father,
Robert, with a young tree. There is one growing in the Cambridge University Botanic
Garden near the west end of the glasshouses.
Stop 7. YEW
The Common Yew is native to Britain and found across the Northern hemisphere.
When the last Ice Age receded between 10,000 – 8,000 years ago, they re-colonised
the British Isles, moving north from southern Europe. They are primitive conifers
with separate male and female trees. The leaves are dark green, about 2cms long.
Although they can live a long time, the actual age of individual trees is often difficult
to assess, because many older trees are hollow and it is therefore impossible to
count the rings in the trunk. The oldest yew in Britain is said to be the Fortingall Yew
in Perthshire, which is thought to be well over 2000 years old. Yew forests were once
widespread in Britain and Western Europe, but many were cut down to make bows
for hunting and warfare. Yew wood is both very strong and flexible. Some of the
finest longbows up to 6ft long were made from a single piece of yew.
“The very beadsmen learn to bend their bows
“Against thy majesty; boys, with women's voices,
Strive to speak big and clap their female joints
In stiff unwieldy arms against thy crown:
The very beadsmen learn to bend their bows
Of double-fatal yew against thy state;”
Shakespeare Richard II Act III Sc 2
Medicinal uses
Except for the bright red arils, the fleshy seed covering which looks like a small fruit,
every part of the Yew is poisonous and eating the leaves, bark or seeds can lead to
severe poisoning. The positive side to this is that toxins found in the leaves are being
used in the treatment of ovarian and breast cancer.
Mythology and Folklore of the Yew
Yews were sacred to many ancient religions being associated with eternal life, death
and rebirth. They are extremely long-lived but also have the ability to regenerate. If
a branch touches the ground, roots are formed and a new plant is created.

Stop 8 HORNBEAM
The Common Hornbeam is a medium-sized deciduous tree related to birches and
alders with smooth grey bark.
It is native to Britain and grows in the warmer southern areas of the country, often
alongside oaks and beeches.
The leaves are similar to beech in shape and colour but, unlike beech, they are
sharply serrated and more deeply veined. Hornbeams are wind-pollinated and in late
spring male and female catkins appear after the leaves.
Hornbeam wood is very hard and was once used to make tools. It was also grown for
fuel, as the wood burns very slowly. Many were planted for this purpose in Epping
Forest, where they were pollarded on a regular basis to provide new growth.
Hornbeams are widely used today for hedging and topiary as the plants will re-grow,
even if cut back quite severely.
Stop 9 COPPER BEECH
The Copper Beech growing in this area is a medium-sized tree and is probably not
more than 40 years old.
The Copper Beech is one of a number of cultivars (cultivated variety) of the Common
Beech, the Weeping Beech is another. These plants, which are really mutants, were
selected for their ornamental value and were widely planted in the 18th and 19th
centuries, though they were known of in the late 15th century.
Stop 10 RAYWOOD ASH
This is one of a number of ‘Raywood’ Ashes planted in the Cemetery. This tree is
particularly attractive as it has space to grow.
The ‘Raywood’ Ash or Claret Ash is a variant of the narrow leaved Caucasian Ash and
was discovered in Southern Australia and introduced into Britain in the 1920’s. It is a
deciduous tree growing to c. 20m. Smooth and grey when young, the bark becomes
knobbly with age. It has compound pinnate leaves with very slender leaflets. The
‘Raywood’ Ash is widely grown as a street tree for its wonderful autumn colour, the
dark green leaves turning from mid-green to a deep claret red. You will see them
growing in Cambridge along the Huntingdon Road.
Ash wood is tough and flexible and was used to make axes and sports equipment
such as tennis rackets and hockey sticks.
Stop 11 FIG
The Common Fig is native to Asia Minor and the Near East and was brought to
Britain probably by the Romans. It is a small deciduous tree, which grows to between
3-15 m.
The leaves are heavily lobed and instantly recognisable. Figs need warm sun to
produce good fruit and grow well trained against a south wall. The fruit we all know
is not strictly speaking a fruit, being composed of hundreds of flowers. These grow
together with the seeds inside a fleshy receptacle, which turns purple as the fruit
ripens.

There are several Biblical references to the Fig. After tasting the forbidden fruit and
knowing they were naked, Adam and Eve covered themselves with fig leaves. The fig
is associated with Palm Sunday, also called Fig Sunday, because figs were
traditionally eaten on this day to commemorate the following story:
On his way to Jerusalem Jesus saw a fig tree in full leaf. He was hungry.
“And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came to it, and found nothing thereon,
but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever.
And presently the fig tree withered away.
Matthew 21. 18-22

Stop 12 LONDON PLANE
There are 3 London Plane trees in this area planted close together to the left of the
central path leading to Norfolk Street. They are probably c.12 years old.
The London Plane is a natural hybrid between the American Platanus occidentalis
and the Oriental Plane Platanus orientalis and was introduced into this country
some time around 1650. In London they now make up more than 50% of all planted
trees. London Planes live to a great age and one planted at the Bishop’s Palace in Ely
over 300 years ago still survives. The Americans and the Scots call their Plane tree
‘Sycamore’ and our Sycamore ‘Plane’, which leads to confusion in identifying these
trees and indeed the maple-like leaves are very similar to Sycamore leaves but the
base of a Plane leaf-stalk is slightly swollen, as it contains the lateral bud. Together
with the different fruit and bark, this helps to distinguish between the two.
Sycamores have winged seeds commonly referred to as ‘keys’, while the fruits of
plane trees look like brown hairy balls, which remain hanging on the tree until the
following spring. London Planes will tolerate compacted soil and are almost
completely pest and disease-free. They are also highly pollution-tolerant and for this
reason are commonly selected as street trees. The outer layer of dappled bark peels
off to reveal the fresh colours of new growth, at the same time shedding the old and
damaged areas.
Stop 13

COMMON BEECH

Stop 14 WEEPING ASH
There are 3 Weeping Ashes in the Cemetery and they are growing almost side by
side.
The Weeping Ash is a cultivar (cultivated variety) of the Common Ash selected for its
ornamental value and widely planted in the 19th century. It is a medium-sized tree
with lovely weeping branches and is beautiful in winter for its shape.
Stop 15 AUTRALIAN PINE
There are 4 Austrian Pines in this area. Andrew Murray’s original plan for the
Cemetery shows provision for 3 Austrian Pines along with 2 Corsican Pines and 2
Crimean Pines.
These are all different subspecies of Black Pine Pinus nigra and it can be quite
difficult to distinguish between them. The Austrian Black Pine Pinus nigra ‘nigra’ as

its name suggests, is native to Central Europe. Its growth is fairly upright and it has
dense bunches of short stiff needles, which occur in pairs. Cones appear from early
summer, turning from green to grey-brown. The bark is characterised by scaly plates.
Stop 16 DEODAR CEDAR
This Deodar Cedar is probably less than 50 years old and it is the only one planted in
the Cemetery.
The Deodar Cedar was introduced to Britain in the 1830’s as a potentially
commercially viable forest tree. It comes from the Himalayas and in its native habitat
can grow to 250ft, but the climate in this country prevented it from growing to
anything like this size and it is now planted as an ornamental tree. The name deodar
comes from the Sanskrit ‘devdar’ meaning ‘timber of the gods’. It is very strong but
also sweetly scented and is used in Pakistan for building temples as well as in
everyday construction. Unlike the Cedar of Lebanon, the branches of the Deodar
droop downwards. Cedars are easily identifiable, their needles being arranged in
round clusters along the branches, like Larches. The cones, c. 10cm, long are borne
on fairly mature trees. They take a year to ripen after which they shed their seeds
leaving a central spike or ‘candle’.
Stop 17 WILD CHERRY
The Wild Cherry known as the Gean in Scotland is native to Britain and Europe. It is a
medium-sized tree, which can grow up to 40ft and is a member of the Rose Family,
as are many fruit trees.
The Wild Cherry is at its most beautiful in spring covered with brilliant white flowers.
“Loveliest of trees the cherry now
is hung with bloom along the bow….”
AE Houseman A Shropshire Lad
As well as growing in the wild, it is widely cultivated for its fruit and timber. Prunus
avium is used as the rootstock for all flowering cherries requiring grafting. The Latin
‘avium’ means ‘of the birds’ and if they are not netted, birds will soon devour the
cherries, which cover the tree in July.
Cherry wood is a beautiful rich red and is used to make furniture, veneers and
musical instruments.
Mythology of the Cherry
An old English carol tells of how Joseph and the pregnant Mary were walking in a
cherry orchard when Mary asked Joseph to pick her some cherries. Joseph
remarked unkindly that she should get him who 'brought thee with child' to pick the
cherries for her. The unborn Christ child then bid the cherry trees, lower their
branches so that Mary could pick her own cherries, and Joseph was suitably
repentant.

