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DEATH OF MR. H. J. MATTHEW. 
 

It is our painful duty this week to record the death of one of our rising and most prominent 

townsmen, Mr. Henry John Matthew, of the well-known firm of Messrs Matthew and Son, Trin-

ity-street, which took place suddenly on Friday last week, at Matlock, whither he had gone for 

the benefit of his health. The sad news reached Cambridge on Saturday morning, and was re-

ceived on all hands with the greatest surprise and the deepest regret, the universal feeling being 

that the borough had sustained a severe public loss, whilst many persons had been bereft of a 

constant and honourable personal friend. 

 

Until a very few days before his lamented death, Mr. Matthew continued to discharge his public 

duties and to go about his business affairs; and when he journeyed to Matlock for the purpose of 

taking a respite from his manifold engagements and the cares of the important concerns which he 

had on hand, it was little thought that we should see him no more amongst us. The end came 

most unexpectedly, death being attributable to a seizure of apoplexy. The same evening he had 

assisted in an entertainment, which he had personally got up for aiding a charitable object, and 

appeared in the arduous character of Serjeant Buzfuz in the Trial Scene from Pickwick,—a char-

acter which he had sustained before several Cambridge audiences with great success.  

 

His Work in Politics 

Although Mr. Matthew was but in the 35th year of his age he had attained a prominent position 

in the town, and besides being a shrewd and energetic man of business, took a lively interest in 

public and political work. Among other things he was one of the founders of the Junior Con-

servative Club, and for the first two years of its existence filled the office of President in which 

capacity he made a mark as a public speaker, and appeared with considerable success on platforms 

in and beyond Cambridge to advocate the Constitutional cause.  

 

Last November he was elected to represent the Market Ward in the Town Council, being re-

turned at the head of the poll. He was then placed on the Free Library Committee, the Assess-

ment Committee, and other bodies. Our readers will have observed from time to time how con-

stant he was in his attendance at the Council Chamber, and how thoroughly capable he was of 

discharging the duties which the burgesses had cast upon him. A ready and skilful debater, he was 

always found engaging in the discussions of the Council whenever he felt that the expression of 

his own opinions or the criticism of the views of others might be of service; and in this respect he 

was an acquisition to the Conservative benches which was regarded with much satisfaction and 

hope. He was present at the last meeting of the Town Council on the 7th of August, and took part 

in the discussion of several questions, particularly the subject of fees for letting the Guildhall and 

the erection of a Bathing-shed on Sheep's Green. 

 

His Service to the Public 

Not only was he an assiduous servant of the public, but a warm supporter of enterprises tending to 

the public advantage, as was seen in his advocacy of the new Tramways Company, of which he 

had recently accepted a Directorship. He was likewise capable of expressing an intelligent opinion 

upon matters of trade, as was shewn in the pamphlet he recently brought out, entitled “Shops v. 

Stores,” and by the protracted examination he subsequently underwent before the Select Com-

mittee of the House of Commons upon Civil Service Co-operative Stores. The evidence he then 

gave has been reprinted in behalf of the trade he represented, and, we believe, has had an exten-

sive circulation. From the time he took up his private residence in Chesterton he evinced a lively 

interest in the affairs of that parish, as our columns have upon several occasions testified, and he 

was on the Committee for extending to that suburb a Local Government. 



 

Cambridge could ill afford to lose such a man, and we feel sure that the whole borough will sin-

cerely sympathise with his widow and relatives in their severe bereavment, which seems to come 

the more heavily from being so unexpected.— 

 

Funeral 

The funeral took place on Thursday afternoon, at the Mill-road Cemetery, in the presence of a 

large number of people. The Burial Service was impressively read by the Rev. S. E. Perry, Vicar of 

Chesterton. In addition to relatives and friends, the body was followed to the grave by the em-

ployés of the firm, the Vicar of St. Andrew the Great, the Curate of All Saints, several members of 

the Corporation, most of the Committee of the Junior Conservative Club, and other townsmen. 

 

_________________________ 

 

[Editorial note: the above obituary, in one undivided paragraph, has been broken into several 
paragraphs, with subheadings editorially inserted, for ease of reading on screen.] 


