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 SPRING 2020 NEWSLETTER 

 

Welcome to the Spring 2020 Newsletter of the Friends of Mill Road Cemetery. The Friends work 

with other parties to help preserve the Cemetery as a place of history, remembrance, spirituality, and 

nature, and all these aspects are represented in this issue’s round-up of stories. 

Thank you for your support. 

 
 

All About Cows 
 
From the FOMRC History Group 

 
Right: ‘Cow Keeper’ - a painting 

by George Scharf the Elder 

of a milk shop on 

 Golden Lane, London 1825.  

 

It may seem odd to start an article for the FOMRC 

newsletter with a print of a cow keeper’s shop in 

London, but such shops would have been common 

in Cambridge during the eighteenth, nineteenth 

and even the early twentieth centuries.  

 

Cambridge is lucky still to have cows grazing so 

near to its crowded centre (see 

https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/cambridge-cattle-cows-commons-why-parks-livestock-

countryside-urbanisation-a8460171.html for a discussion of their place in the city today). In earlier 

days there would of course have been many more cows in the city, including on our own Donkey 

Common, and many cows were being driven daily up and down Mill Road. In a handwritten survey of 

‘The Mill Road Crossing from 1st to 6th February 1875’ (see over: CA: CB/2/CL/10/17/27 ), the 

compiler first notes that the total of cows led across the level crossing during the seven days was 228, 

with an average of 34 a day. He then notes ‘In a month or two the number of cows will have doubled. 

https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/cambridge-cattle-cows-commons-why-parks-livestock-countryside-urbanisation-a8460171.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/cambridge-cattle-cows-commons-why-parks-livestock-countryside-urbanisation-a8460171.html
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He also notes that ‘Several passengers were the worse for drink 

on Saturday, with one woman falling over across the metals in 

that road’- but that is another story!) 

 

Our first story is of Elizabeth Cuthbert (1831-1918) who is 

buried in Mill Road cemetery in the parish area of Andrew the 

Less not far from Midsummer Common where she most likely 

grazed her cows. Elizabeth is buried with her husband Thomas 

(she was his second wife) and her step-son George. 

 

http://millroadcemetery.org.uk/cuthbert-elizabeth/ AL573 

 

Thomas worked as a farm bailiff and ran a large farm in Great 

Thriplow. After the death of his first wife, Betsy, Thomas 

married Elizabeth (nee Saunders).  In 1871 the couple were 

living at 18 Norfolk Street, and Thomas was working as a 

milkman.   

 

After being widowed in 1879, Elizabeth lived at 15 Blossom 

Street with her sister Hannah, step-son George and niece 

Elizabeth. Elizabeth ran a dairy business, with the help of her 

niece who was a ‘dairy maid’. In 1891 Elizabeth was described 

as a ‘cow keeper’ and her nephew Joseph Cambridge was 

helping her and was a milkman. Hannah and George were still 

also in the household at 15 Blossom Street. 

 

Unfortunately, the milk company that Elizabeth ran appeared in 

the newspapers when in June 1901 she was prosecuted by the 

Town Clerk, Mr Whitehead (see below, Cambridge Independent 

Press. Friday January 28th 1901). He accused her 

of supplying milk that was deficient in cream and 

he argued that if the public paid 2d for a pint of 

milk they should get the genuine article. A sample 

of milk was taken and analysed, but, apparently at 

Elizabeth’s request Mr Whitehead also visited her 

at 7am in Blossom St and watched ‘her man’ draw 

milk direct from the cow. This was also found to be 

deficient in cream. George Cuthbert, Elizabeth’s 

step-son spoke at the trial and said ‘that they were 

one of the oldest firms in Cambridge and supplied 

Jesus College for over 48 years. Mr Whitehead 

replied ‘so much the worse for Jesus 

College’. Despite the evidence the case was 

dismissed by the magistrates. Alas, according to our 

researcher, Claire Martinsen, this was not the only 

time Elizabeth was had up on the same charge. In 

1911 Elizabeth was still running the dairy business 

in Blossom Street.  Her nephew Joseph and his wife 

Rose lived with her with their daughter 

Mabel. Joseph was then the dairyman in the business.  She died at Blossom Street in 1918 aged 87 

years old, leaving her estate to Joseph. 

 

http://millroadcemetery.org.uk/cuthbert-elizabeth/
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Elizabeth’s poor cows were presumably 

undernourished, but our other cow story is very much 

sadder for the cow. The full story of Marian Jenkinson 

(née Whitton) (1857-1888) is well worth reading on 

http://millroadcemetery.org.uk/jenkinson-marian-

sydney/. She is buried in the St Benet’s parish area; 

grave number BE129a. For the purposes of this article 

we just need to record that when Marian was an infant 

the family was returning to England from Australia 

after yet another of her father’s business ventures had 

failed. The family hired a cow so the baby Marian 

could be fed, but unfortunately as the ship rounded 

Cape Horn the cow fell overboard and was lost.  

 

The baby Marian survived and went on to marry the 

then Cambridge University Librarian, Francis 

Jenkinson. She is pictured with her sisters in the 

portrait photograph below.  Marian is most likely to be 

the seated girl on the right hand side, with folded arms.  

 

Sadly she died an untimely death just six 

months after her marriage. Our thanks to 

Claire Martinsen again for her research. – 

Caro Wilson, FOMRC History Group 

 

With thanks to the family for allowing us to 

use this photograph. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://millroadcemetery.org.uk/jenkinson-marian-sydney/
http://millroadcemetery.org.uk/jenkinson-marian-sydney/
http://millroadcemetery.org.uk/mrc2015/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/P8110257.jpg
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Nurturing wildflower growth  
 

On 13 December 2019 six volunteers spent a few hours raking 

up the cut grass from the northern ‘meadow area’. It’s a heavy 

task when the grass is sodden, but fortunately the day was 

sunny. Cambridge City Council kindly supported the venture 

by providing tools and a van with tea and coffee while Ivy the 

dog helped move sticks. It was an also opportunity to chat in a 

lovely setting.  

 

The cut grass and brambles were placed in the corners to decay. 

But why do we need to remove cut grass in the first place? 

Strange as it may sound, the grass has to be removed to 

decrease the fertility of the meadow for the sake of wildflower 

growth. Wildflowers have to compete with grass and, where 

soil fertility is high, the more delicate species tend to lose out.  
 

Another way to encourage wildflowers which would not otherwise get a foothold in the lush 

grassy meadow areas is to plant them. There have been previous attempts to plant 

wildflowers in Mill Road Cemetery, which have succeeded on a small scale, but in general 

the process is too labour-intensive to reproduce over the whole area. Moreover, as Mill Road 

Cemetery is designated as a City Wildlife Site for calcareous and neutral grassland, ideally no 

plants/seed should be introduced. However such a strategy would take too many years so it is 

envisaged that particular plants/seeds will be introduced under the direction of Cambridge 

City Council experts and botanists. We hope that next year, with the revised management 

plan in place, the raking will take place straight after the mowing to give the wildflowers 

even more opportunity to flourish. 

For more about 

volunteering 

opportunities in the 

Cemetery and 

across Cambridge, 

please see over the 

page… 
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Streets & Open Spaces Volunteers 
Cambridge City Council’s Community Engagement Team are eager to work alongside local residents, 

businesses, community groups and schools who are keen to help improve the quality of their local 

area. 

 

Anyone can volunteer and it can be very rewarding. It’s a great way to gain confidence, make a 

difference to your environment, meet new people, be part of a community, learn new skills and take 

on a challenge. The table below shows just some of our current volunteer opportunities: we’ll be 

launching new roles during 2020, including a new ‘tree warden’ role.  

 

If you would like to volunteer in Mill Road Cemetery, with various tasks including removing 

brambles from graves, path edging, cutting back bramble, litter picking, reporting environmental 

issues and more, please visit the volunteer webpage, where you can complete an online application 

form to get you started: www.cambridge.gov.uk/streets-and-open-spaces-volunteers . Alternatively 

you can contact the Community Engagement Team by email: sosvolunteers@cambridge.gov.uk or by 

telephone: 01223 458084. Please note that some projects are seasonal due to bird nesting season; for 

example, in the Cemetery, volunteers generally meet in autumn and winter to avoid disturbing nesting 

birds. We provide all training, tools and personal protective equipment. 

 

The help of volunteers is a much-needed and much-appreciated asset!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit: 

cambridge.gov.uk/ 

streets-and-open-

spaces-volunteers 

 

Email: 

sosvolunteers 

@cambridge.gov.uk 

 

Call: 
01223 458084 

 
to find out more and 
get started! 

  

http://www.cambridge.gov.uk/streets-and-open-spaces-volunteers
mailto:sosvolunteers@cambridge.gov.uk
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A new Wildlife Group for Mill Road Cemetery 
 
As you are aware, Diana Cook is no longer on the committee of Friends of Mill Road Cemetery, 

where, as well as being chairperson, she was very much involved in the wildlife aspects. However, 

since becoming Secretary to the Parishes Committee, which owns the cemetery, Diana has started a 

new wildlife group with Margaret Widdess and Helen Stearn. The group is helping to revise the City 

Council’s Management Plan with the City Council and is open to all interested people regardless of 

their affiliation to the Friends. Various experts including people already familiar with the cemetery 

(Phillip Oswald and Frank Dean) and others (Donald Broom) have been asked for their opinions. The 

main remit is to maintain biodiversity of the Cemetery which is designated a City Wildlife Site for 

neutral grassland and calcareous grassland. Parts may appear unkempt and overgrown, however the 

Cemetery is carefully managed and the brief summary below will explain again its present 

maintenance. 

 

 The northern meadow area is cut once or twice a year to encourage a diverse herb rich sward. 

Tussock grass areas are deliberately left to provide habitats for invertebrates. 

 The central circle (site of chapel) and most of the area within the perimeter path are mown to 

maintain a short sward. Sections are left (on a rotational basis) to be mown after flowering, not all 

cut every year. 

 Grave sets and surrounds support a diverse flora and fauna they may be left uncut to encourage 

microhabitats. 

 Brambles, elders and ivy provide valuable cover and food for wildlife, these plant species are 

proactively managed especially around the perimeter of the cemetery. 

 Selfset trees such sycamore are removed. 

 All clearances are undertaken to cause minimum disruption to flora and fauna avoiding nesting 

times and enabling pupation of moths and butterflies. 

 

The photographs on the following page illustrate some of the rich and diverse flora which sustains 

many animals and insects. The first shows a canopy of elder, mature ivy and yew. The second shows 

an understory of pink herb Robert, blue evergreen alkanet (Anchusa), yellow crowfoot (Ranunculus), 

brambles and grasses. The value of ivy and yew to wildlife has been written about in previous 

newsletters. The creamy elderflowers are borne in large flat scented clusters providing nectar for a 

variety of insects and the berries are eaten by birds and mammals. Many moth caterpillars feed on the 

foliage including the white spotted pug, swallowtail, dot moth and buff ermine. The plant was a 

source of colour dyes used to make Harris tweed, blue and purple from berries, yellow and green from 

the leaves, grey and black from the bark. Incidentally elders were thought to keep the devil away. 

Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum) grows in the shade with a long flowering period. It is a good 

food for bees and long tongue hover flies. The shape of the fruit resembles a crane’s bill (Geranium) 

and Robert probably refers to the Duke of Normandy, who was famous for his medical work in the 

Middle Ages. The plant was used for staunching blood but it is also called ‘death come quickly’, 

another suitable inhabitant for a graveyard. 

 

The dense bramble bushes give valuable protection from predators for nesting birds (wrens, robins, 

blackbirds, warblers finches) and offer a welcome habitat for a range of small mammals including 

hedgehogs. Brimstone and speckled wood butterflies drink the nectar, the fruits are eaten by many 

birds including thrushes, starlings, robins, blackbirds, chaffinchs. Long grass is used by many moths 

and butterflies such as the skipper for overwintering. 
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Useful contact details 


 Volunteer litter bag collection / request a litter 

pick: https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/REQUESTALITTERPICK/launch 

 Fly tipping: https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/REPORTFLYTIPPING/launch 

 Graffiti: https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/REPORTGRAFFITI/launch 

 Dangerous waste (Needles, broken glass, vomit / faeces, 

urine): https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/DANGEROUSWASTE/launch 

 Litter bin issues (including dangerous waste next to a litter 

bin): https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/REPORTAPROBLEMWITHALITTERBIN/lau

nch 

 Report an abandoned trolley: https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/report-an-abandoned-

shopping-trolley 

 Report an abandoned bike: https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/report-an-abandoned-or-

missing-bike 

 

Save the Date! 
 

Friends of Mill Road Cemetery warmly invite you to our  

Annual General Meeting 

3 June 2020 7pm 
 

 Salvation Army Centre, Mill Road 

with a talk by Joanna Hudson: 

“George Brewster, child chimney sweep”  

 

 friendsofmillroadcemetery@gmail.com  

 

All events and activities in Mill Road Cemetery take place with agreement from the Council 

and the Parish Burial Grounds committee 

https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/REQUESTALITTERPICK/launch
https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/REPORTFLYTIPPING/launch
https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/REPORTGRAFFITI/launch
https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/DANGEROUSWASTE/launch
https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/REPORTAPROBLEMWITHALITTERBIN/launch
https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/REPORTAPROBLEMWITHALITTERBIN/launch
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/report-an-abandoned-shopping-trolley
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/report-an-abandoned-shopping-trolley
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/report-an-abandoned-or-missing-bike
https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/report-an-abandoned-or-missing-bike
mailto:friendsofmillroadcemetery@gmail.com

