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 AUTUMN/WINTER 2020 NEWSLETTER 
 

Welcome to the Autumn/Winter 2020 Newsletter of the Friends 

of Mill Road Cemetery. The Friends work with other parties to 

help preserve the Cemetery as a place of history, remembrance, 

spirituality, and nature, and all these aspects   are represented in 

this issue’s round-up of stories. 

Thank you for your support. 

 
 

Two Amiable Men 
During these difficult times it is helpful to read of kindly people and to try to find something 

that might make us smile. It isn’t easy to find such stories in a Victorian Cemetery where we 

have all too many instances of poverty, premature death, and family tragedy, but with thanks 

to our indefatigable researchers we are pleased to introduce you to William Cumming and 

Henry Hazard. 

 
William Cumming (1811 – 1 December 1871) 
left: the Cumming Headstone, photographed July 2018. HT270  
 

William was born in Aberdeen and was the son of mason John 

and his wife Ann (née Mutch). He became a gardener and is 

believed to have worked for the Duke of Devonshire and for Lord 

Braybrooke at Audley End before establishing the St. John’s 

Nursery on Madingley Road, Cambridge around1840. He married 

Amelia Knight at St Stephen’s Church in Coleman Street, 

London on 27 November 1841.   

 

The family lived at the nurseries on Madingley Road and 

William’s name appeared often in newspaper reports for winning 

horticultural prizes. For example, in May 1867 he won prizes at 

the Horticultural Society’s Fete: runner-up in azaleas, first prize 

for a rose in a pot, first prize in ‘four heaths’ and first prize in ‘an 

exquisite looking dish of strawberries’. Despite the ‘cold biting wind’, the fete was attended 

by 1,530 people. 

 

In September 1864 William wrote a long letter to the editor of the Cambridge Independent 

Press which was published under the headline of ‘The weather – the wasps’. The letter 

begins: ‘Mr Editor – when are we going to have some rain?’ William bemoaned the lack of 

rain over the summer months, but pointed out that horticulturalists like himself, having 

watered their crops, were now seeing record numbers of wasps. ‘We poor horticulturalists 

[have been at work] with all the combined force of water cards, water engines, hydropaults*, 

and syringes and [yet are] compelled withal to despair of forcing our flower gardens into their 

wonted profusion of blossom. Even this we could endure with patience, but it does get past 

all endurance to stand by our trees loaded with luscious nectarines, peaches and plums and 

see them devoured before our eyes by a whole armada of wasps’. He further commented ‘the 
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wasps forsaking what belongs to their proper sphere as scavengers of our gardens…fix on the 

very best specimens, appropriating them without any consideration of the rules’. 

 

William died at Madingley Road aged 60. The property was offered for sale after his 

death and was advertised in local newspapers as ‘a first-class general landscape gardener and 

nurseryman’s business with greenhouses, stock-in-trade, good will &c (sic). This is really a 

good concern and has been carried on very successfully by the late occupant for upwards of 

30 years and has gained a high-class connection’. The nursery was bought by a Mr H. Buttery 

and renamed Mount Pleasant Nursery. 

 
See http://millroadcemetery.org.uk/cumming-amelia-caroline/ 

 
Henry Hazard (c.1786 – 13 May 1866) 
Right: Hazard, Edleston and Truslove monument ML30 
 

Henry lived at the Counting House on Mill Lane and worked as a 

coal and corn merchant. He ran a company called ‘Comings and 

Hazard’. He died aged 80 and was buried at Mill Road Cemetery 

on 18 May 1866. The Cambridge Independent Press wrote a 

short obituary which read ‘Truly it may be said he was a fine old 

English gentleman, whose removal will be missed by all, but 

especially by the many recipients of his bounty. To any tale of 

woe or distress his care and his purse were ever open. But, like 

others whose bounty is boundless, he had neither wisdom or 

wariness of Solomon, and the consequence was that he was liable to be imposed upon by the 

plausible tales and unscrupulous appeals of the unprincipled. Still, taking him all in all it will 

be long, perhaps, before we look upon his like again’.  The Cambridge Chronicle and Journal 

printed a more charitable obituary saying ‘it would be fruitless to attempt to describe the 

good qualities of the deceased gentleman. His kindness of heart was proverbial – he was 

incapable of anything mean and in all his transactions in business no one could be more 

honourable or straightforward.  He died at a ripe old age, and his memory will be long 

cherished and revered, for “take him for all in all, we shall never look on his like again”’.   

 
See http://millroadcemetery.org.uk/hazard-henry/ 

 
– Caro Wilson, FOMRC History Group 

 

*more commonly 

spelled ‘hydropult’ on 

the model of 

‘catapult’, the early 

hand-powered pump 

was an ‘invaluable 

invention for watering 

gardens, extinguishing fires, washing windows’ and 

more, and came in different sizes which could be 

operated ‘by a man’ or ‘by a lady or boy’.  
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Lady’s Bedstraw  

There are several patches of Lady’s 

Bedstraw in Mill Road Cemetery, which 

are most visible from June to September, 

when it is in flower. If left uncut, its 

‘frothy’ yellow flowers can carpet 

large wild spaces with yellow and fill the 

air with a sweet, honey-like scent. It is a 

foodplant for the larvae of several species 

of moths in the cemetery. 

How to identify 

Galium verum is a low scrambling plant, 

with the stems growing to 60–120 

centimetres (24–47 in) long, frequently 

rooting where they touch the ground. 

The leaves are 1–3 cm (0.4–1.2 in) long 

and 2 millimetres (0.08 in) broad, shiny 

dark green, hairy underneath, borne in 

whorls of 8–12. The stems carry frothy 

heads of tiny (2-3mm) yellow flowers that 

appear in dense clusters. 

Once dried, the flower has the scent of new-mown hay, and its name is probably derived from 

the tradition of filling straw mattresses with it, particularly those of women about to give 

birth. There is also a legend that Mary lay on a mattress of Bedstraw during the Nativity. In 

medieval Europe, dried plants were often used to stuff mattresses because the coumarin scent 

of the plants acted as a flea repellent. 

Uses of Lady’s Bedstraw 

Historically, the flowers of Lady’s Bedstraw were used as a substitute 

for rennet to curdle milk in the process of cheese making, which gives 

the plant its name, from the Greek word meaning ‘Milk’ (Gala, γάλα). 

In Gloucester it was used to colour Double Gloucester cheese. In the 

16th century its name was ‘Cheese Renning’. However, Richard Mabey 

(in Flora Brittanica) states that the technique has been lost and that 

research at Reading Agricultural College failed to reproduce it. More 

recently however others have tried and Monica Wilde has provided 

some recipes for plant ‘rennets’, including Lady’s Bedstraw, Nettle 

and Sorrel. Her recipe, however, produces a cheese with the 

consistency of Mascarpone, rather than cheddar or similar. . 

Traditionally wild flowers had many uses and Lady’s Bedstraw was also 

used to make redmadder-like and yellow dyes and as a traditional medicinal remedy to treat 

various ailments such as epilepsy, hysteria and stone and urinary diseases. In Denmark, the 

plant has traditionally been used to infuse spirits, making the uniquely Danish spirit bjæsk. 
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A place of nature 
Preservation and enhancement of biodiversity has always been an aim of the Friends of Mill 

Road Cemetery and over the years much has been achieved. Friends who contributed 

significantly include the naturalist, Philip Oswald, who documented the flora and whose 

inventory remains a keystone for its conservation; Frank Dean, now no longer a Cambridge 

resident, was also seminal in studying the flora; Nick Ballard identified moths, butterflies and 

bees and took marvellous photographs which can be viewed on the website, and Kerri Russell 

with colleagues from Anglia Ruskin Wildlife Society undertook invertebrate, lichen, and 

small mammal surveys. Without records of flora and fauna it is impossible to protect, monitor 

change, and make improvements. In 2011/12, using much of this information, Cambridge 

City Council produced a management plan, in conjunction with the Friends of Mill 

Road Cemetery. The Cemetery is now designated a County Wildlife Site for neutral grassland 

and calcareous grassland. As well as encouraging the more unusual plants, such as ivy 

broomrape, the plan recognises the value of common ones such as brambles and ivy, 

especially where they have grown into thick scrub (one of the few areas in the city), as vital 

to the life cycle of small birds, small mammals (European dormice have been seen!) and 

insects by providing protection from predators, food and nesting sites. During lockdown 

when there was little competition from traffic, the birdsong was especially evident to be 

enjoyed fully. 

 

The importance of green spaces was 

emphasised when lockdown was introduced. 

More people used the Cemetery for leisure 

activities as well as a place of solace, nature 

appreciation and remembrance, a 

consequence of the explosion in housing 

density in Cambridge. Unfortunately an 

increase in footfall has a detrimental effect 

on wildlife. Grass becomes compacted, in 

some areas worn away completely, with 

subsequent loss of habitats especially for 

invertebrates. (It was hoped that resurfacing 

the paths would reduce footfall elsewhere.) 

More visitors meant more litter. Even before 

lockdown, sadly, there were too many dogs 

to safely introduce hedgehogs. The wildlife 

hospital at East Wynch has seen an increase 

in the number of small hedgehogs attacked 

by dogs in the latter part of 2020 

 
Left: Cotoneaster attracts bees and butterflies; the 

vivid fruits are eaten by birds 

 

However, over the last ten years activities such as, dawn chorus walks, butterfly walks, bulb 

planting, wild flower sowing, judicious pruning, yew tree planting, nature articles in the 

newsletters, and a ‘green day’, have contributed to the appreciation of the wildlife aspect of 

Mill Road Cemetery. In common with most events planned for 2020, work of the wildlife 

group has been severely curtailed. Post mowing grass raking in the northern meadow area 
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and daffodil bulb planting sessions took place in autumn 2019. Early in 2020 more 

snowdrops were planted and the City Council organised volunteer work groups. 

 

The management plan is now being revised by Diana Cook and Margaret Widdess (chair of 

the Parishes Committee) with the City Council, which is responsible for day to day 

maintenance of the Cemetery. With respect to wildlife, particular emphasis is being given to 

mowing regimes for varying sward heights to encourage invertebrates and timed so that wild 

flowers in the meadow area can set seed. It is recognised that Mill Road Cemetery is a 

historically important place and that the original ‘garden’ plan should be preserved by, for 

example, replanting the Euonymus plants which have died along the lime walk, but also that 

improvements can be made to the biodiversity, by for example leaving areas of scrub, without 

a detrimental effect on the Cemetery as a place of remembrance. – Helen Stearn 

 

Looking back… 
In 2020 the Friends of Mill Road Cemetery reached its majority – 21 years old! – so it seems 

an apt time to remember those who have contributed to its success. Though a number of 

people had been gathering to discuss the Cemetery informally for some time, the ‘Friends’ 

was officially founded in October 1999 in response to a spate of vandalism and also the threat 

of re-development. Andrew Hewitt was the first chairperson, the first treasurer was Dorothy 

Thwaites whose father was Sexton of the cemetery. Shayne Mitchell, the first secretary, Alan 

Bulwinkle and Roger Wolfe undertook historical research. Local resident and keen 

photographer Linda Jenkin took pictures which were made into postcards and sold to raise 

funds for the fledgling group. Susie Oakes, who inaugurated Mill Road Fair, was also a great 

supporter of the Friends. Frank Dean and Philip Oswald surveyed the flora. Sadly many are 

no longer with us but their contribution is remembered with gratitude.  

 

Twenty-one years is a short time in the history of Mill Road Cemetery as it was in 1832 that 

the first discussions about the need for a new cemetery took place and in 1846 nine acres 

were purchased for £2,146 from the estate of Rev. Geldart. Hopefully the threat of 

redevelopment has passed but there are sure to be other challenges to its survival and help 

from dedicated Friends will always be needed. 

 

Annual General Meeting 
This year’s AGM was held online on Wednesday 19 November. Thank you to the sixteen 

members who attended and ensured that we were quorate! The meeting confirmed the 

election of officers and received reports from the Chair, the Treasurer, and the sub-groups 

focused on History and Wildlife, as well as an update from the Parochial Burial Grounds 

Management Committee. The meeting also paid tribute to Helen Stearn, who is stepping back 

from FOMRC duties after more than twenty years of continuous service and support. Diana 

Cook led the formal thanks to Helen. The meeting also thanked Alison Russell for her work 

on behalf of the Friends, and our Chair, Emma Easterbrook, who has piloted the ongoing 

work of the Friends through this time of exceptional challenges for everyone. The minutes of 

the AGM will be available in due course. 
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Mill Road Cemetery at the Winter Fair:  
1-14 December 
Unfortunately the Winter Fair cannot take place ‘in person’ this year, but the Fair committee 

has found other ways to shine a spotlight on some of the stories, buildings, history and culture 

of Cambridge’s most vibrant neighbourhood. These include Mill Road Fair Online. 

From 1 to 14 December, the Mill Road Winter Fair website will host Mill Road Fair Online, 

promoting many of the local performers, artists, organisations and charities who would 

otherwise have been there on the day. 

The Friends of Mill Road Cemetery will be promoting stories, tours, and photography. Visit 

www2.millroadwinterfair.org/ to join Mill Road Online and look out for: 

 ‘Stories from the Cemetery’, Claire Martinsen’s August talk to the Mill Road History 

Society 

 ‘Discover Mill Road Cemetery’, Jo Costin’s online tour for this year’s Open Cambridge 

 ‘Mill Road Cemetery’ in photographs by Diana Cook, a slideshow accompanied by music 

 ‘A Winter Fair Wander’ through Mill Road Cemetery, a short film by Mary Naylor 

looking at four monuments with connections to St Andrews Street. 

 

Membership and donations 
Would those Friends who wish to renew their membership by cash or by cheque please forward their 

donation to the Interim Membership Secretary, 2 Willis Road, Cambridge, CB1 2AQ. Alternatively, if 

you prefer to pay by Standing Order, you may download an application form from our website and 

forward it as above.  

 

If you wish to help FOMRC raise funds to help restore the monuments please click the DONATE 

button on the home page of www.millroadcemetery.org.uk. Your donation will be processed 

securely by PayPal to the FOMRC account. Decisions about which monuments to restore are taken by 

the Mill Road Cemetery working group (Parishes, City Council and Friends).  

 

All events and activities in Mill Road Cemetery take place with agreement from the Council 

and the Parish Burial Grounds committee 

 

Useful contact details 
 Volunteer litter bag collection / request a litter 

pick: https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/REQUESTALITTERPICK/launch 

 Fly tipping: https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/REPORTFLYTIPPING/launch 

 Graffiti: https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/REPORTGRAFFITI/launch 

 Dangerous waste (Needles, broken glass, vomit / faeces, 

urine): https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/DANGEROUSWASTE/launch 

 Litter bin issues (including dangerous waste next to a litter 

bin): https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/REPORTAPROBLEMWITHALITTERBIN/launch 

 Report an abandoned trolley: https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/report-an-abandoned-shopping-

trolley 

 Report an abandoned bike: https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/report-an-abandoned-or-missing-

bike 

 

 


