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AUTUMN/WINTER 2021 NEWSLETTER 
 

Welcome to the Autumn/Winter 2021 Newsletter of the Friends of Mill Road Cemetery. The Friends 

work with other parties to help preserve the Cemetery as a place of history, remembrance, spirituality, 

and nature, and all these aspects are represented in this issue’s round-up of stories. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

The Friends of Mill Road Cemetery is a member of the National Council for Voluntary Organisations. 

All events and activities in Mill Road Cemetery take place with agreement from  

Cambridge City Council and the Parochial Burial Grounds Management Committee 

 
 

The Cemetery through the Seasons: part two 
 

In the Spring/Summer edition of the newsletter we introduced the work of Jihye Seo, a 

student at Anglia Ruskin University on their Illustration Course. As Claire Martinsen and 

Caro Wilson (members of the FOMRC History Group) discovered when they met Jihye, she 

was inspired by Mill Road Cemetery to create a number of works offering an original 

perspective. She kindly gave us permission to include some of her work in the newsletter. In 

the last issue we presented her vision of Spring, her depiction of a peaceful sunset, and her 

evocation of grief and solitude amidst lush and colourful nature in “Kittie”. Jihye has 

returned to Korea now, but she 

continues to guide us through 

the seasons with her painting 

of Winter (on the next page). 

Left, Jihye captures the level 

rays of the lowering sun as 

they light up the path on an 

autumnal afternoon walk 

through the Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
“Autumn”, by Jihye Seo 
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Jihye Seo, “Winter”  
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Remembering the 

victims of war 
Remembrance Day was observed in Mill 

Road Cemetery on Thursday, 11 November 

2021. The short act of Remembrance for the 

victims of war was held in the Centre and 

was led by the Rev’d Margaret Widdess, 

Chair of the Parochial Burial Grounds 

Management Committee. Approximately 20 

people attended including members of the 

FOMRC Committee, History Sub-

Committee, dog walkers, and local 

residents.   

 

Claire Jones, the Volunteer Co-ordinator for 

the Commonwealth War Graves’ 

Commission (CWGC) laid a wreath on the 

grave of Thomas Siddons Smith (c.1877 - 

1914) (http://millroadcemetery.org. uk/smith-

thomas-siddons/). Thomas was the first 

casualty to be linked to the Cemetery. He was 

a shoeing smith for horses and was in the 

Duke of York’s Own Loyal Suffolk 

Hussars. He died on 30 November 1914 in 

Woodbridge, Suffolk, whilst awaiting orders 

to go to war. He left a wife and two young daughters. His last address was South Street which 

was close to East Road, Cambridge. 

 

Recovering women’s lives: 

a challenge for the historian  
From many of the previous articles from the History Group you could be forgiven for 

thinking we had forgotten all about the women buried in the Cemetery. This is not the case, 

but it should be remembered that the details of women’s lives are often inaccessible to 

researchers. While many men had obituaries in the papers or elsewhere this was rarely the 

case for women, though as we shall see, there are some exceptions.  

 

The lives of working-class women were usually only reported in newspapers when there was 

a criminal case involved and the woman was either the victim or the culprit. Sometimes it is 

these women who come most vividly to life for us. Rebecca Coleman is an example Charles 

Coleman; Mary Ann Coleman; Rebecca Coleman - Mill Road Cemetery. We know she was 

arrested for stealing her sister’s clothes as newspaper archives show: In February 1885 she 

was accused of ‘illegally pawning a quantity of wearing apparel’ by her sister Sarah Ellum. 

Sarah had been living with her sister when the offence occurred, but at court it was declared 

that too much time had elapsed between the offence and the court appearance, so the charge 

was dismissed. 
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I could focus here just on the few women in the cemetery who were notable in public life. 

Examples are Agnes Smith Agnes Smith Lewis; Samuel Savage Lewis - Mill Road 

Cemetery, intrepid traveller, Bible scholar, and one of the founders of Westminster College; 

Kate Harding Street Hannah Osborn; Kate Harding Street - 

Mill Road Cemetery, first headmistress of the Perse Girls 

School; Mary Ann Owen Mary Ann Owen - Mill Road 

Cemetery, one of the founders of the Cambridge Female 

Refuge Ladies’ committee in 1838; or 

Annie Carnegie Brown Annie 

Carnegie Brown - Mill Road 

Cemetery, the first policewoman to 

serve in Cambridge. All these are well 

worth your consideration. It is usually 

only women such as these for whom 

there are likenesses; the portrait of 

Agnes Lewis is shown above left (with 

permission of Westminster College) 

(and it is her monument pictured right). Alas, there is no image for 

Mary Ann Owen nor for Annie Carnegie Brown – see the gallery at 

the end of this article for pictures of their monuments. 

 

One of the best loved monuments in the Cemetery, the Madonna in the 

parish area of Holy Trinity (pictured right) commemorates a woman 

about whom little is known. The inscription reads ‘In Loving Memory 

of Kate “Kittie” wife of ERNEST MORLEY’. Kate “Kittie” Morley - 

Mill Road Cemetery We know Kittie was the daughter of a farmer in 

Kent, and that she once worked as a grocer’s assistant in Sussex. She 

married Ernest Morley in 1890. The couple had three children and 

moved to Cambridge where Ernest ran the International Stores in 

Fitzroy St. Kittie died on 24 April 1918 at the Nursing Hostel, 

Thompson’s Lane, Cambridge. Her funeral was held at Mill Road 

Cemetery at 12 o’clock on 26 April. And that is all we know of her.  

 

I said earlier that few women had detailed obituaries. Let us end with an exception. Mary 

Jane Tindall - Mill Road Cemetery. Mary Tindall (whose monument is pictured, below left) 

never married but worked as a nurse and housekeeper. By 1891 she was living at The 

Mission Hall, 21 Cambridge Place where she worked  for some time as 

the caretaker. Rev. Stokes gave a eulogy at St. Paul’s Church 

celebrating Jane’s life on 26 October. He said: ‘On Friday afternoon 

last every house in Cambridge Place had a shutter closed; on all hands 

there were signs of mourning. The body of Jane Tindall, of the Mission 

Room was being carried to its last resting place. For some twenty years 

she had lived in that lane, and had been the friend of nearly every 

home there. She was always ready to help – night or day she would 

tend anyone who was sick – she nursed the old folk, she cared for the 

little ones, she was the soother of quarrels, with tenderness and 

sympathy she sought to restrain and reform the victims of drink…’  The obituary is well 

worth reading in full as is the account of her death at the time of a disastrous fire at 

Addenbrooke’s (the old site in Trumpington St) where she was a patient. Rev. Stokes reports: 
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‘I helped to carry her across to the house so kindly placed at the disposal of the authorities 

by Mrs Hyde Hills. It was a strange sight. To be carried as a dying woman – for the finger of 

death had already touched her – through a large crowd, was, of course very trying to a 

sufferer. It is true the hundreds of spectators were most sympathetic and orderly; yet it was a 

dreadful experience. As we passed across the road the flames and smoke were rising from the 

roof of the Hospital. There was a wind blowing, and one of the coverlets was carried off her 

bed. One of the kind ladies of St. Peter’s Terrace threw a fur  mantle over our patient, and 

whispered a gracious message about God’s presence and care. Jane opened her eyes and said 

feebly ‘Yes, thanks be to Him, I know that He is with me’. And that was the secret of Miss 

Tindall’s activity in life and of her patience in death. She knew in whom she believed. So has 

passed away in our midst a Saint of God – humble indeed in her position and sphere, but 

noble and loveable in her character. We are the poorer for her loss’. 

 

It is likely that all of the other women who are buried in Mill Road Cemetery had lives we 

would now love to know about, but alas for them there are no records.  

 
Left to right: Kate Harding Street; Mary Ann Owens monument; Annie Carnegie Brown monument 

 

 
Caro Wilson with acknowledgements to Mary Naylor, Claire Martinsen and Emma Easterbrook 

 
 

‘Edible Cambridge’ 
The theme of this year’s Open Cambridge 

was ‘Edible Cambridge’. Claire and Mary of 

the History Group each ran two tours: 

• Mary (see picture left): ‘Eat Drink and Be 

Merry: Tales of Mill Road Cemetery and its 

food entrepreneurs’ 

• Claire (see picture right): ‘The Great Meat 

Scandal, and other stories from Mill Road 

Cemetery’. 

All four tours were well-attended and 

lovely feedback was received by  

the Open Cambridge team. Many thanks to Claire and Mary, and all who came along! 
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A tribute to the City Council Volunteers 
FOMRC is hugely grateful to all City Council volunteers who come to the Cemetery to help 

with occasional jobs such as scrub clearance or grass raking. The Council provides all tools 

and gloves and one of their staff members directs the session. After the Autumn cut, we were 

very lucky that the weather was so good. A lot of work was done and Katie commented: 

‘Why would anyone go to a gym when you can do this instead!’ Stepan of the City Council 

also led volunteers to cut back the scrub that had been obscuring the grave of the Lawrence 

family Edward Rist Lawrence; Edward Rist Lawrence; Elizabeth Rist Lawrence - Mill Road 

Cemetery. This is one of the nine monuments in the Cemetery which have been given a 

Grade II listing by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport for their special architectural 

and historical merit and interest.  

 

If you would like to help with such vital work in the cemetery, please register with the City 

Council’s Street and Open Spaces Volunteering Scheme by visiting:  

 

www.cambridge.gov.uk/streets-and-open-spaces-volunteers. 
 

You’ll receive a warm welcome and can do as much or as little as you want. There will 

certainly be opportunities later this year to help with the planned scrub clearance which will 

help ensure that the brambles are kept under control and don’t threaten biodiversity with their 

invasive monoculture.  

 

Useful contact details 
• Volunteer litter bag collection / request a litter 

pick: https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/REQUESTALITTERPICK/launch 

• Fly tipping: https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/REPORTFLYTIPPING/launch 

• Graffiti: https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/REPORTGRAFFITI/launch 

• Dangerous waste (Needles, broken glass, vomit / faeces, 

urine): https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/DANGEROUSWASTE/launch 

• Litter bin issues (including dangerous waste next to a litter 

bin): https://forms.cambridge.gov.uk/REPORTAPROBLEMWITHALITTERBIN/launch 

• Report an abandoned trolley: https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/report-an-abandoned-shopping-

trolley 

• Report an abandoned bike: https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/report-an-abandoned-or-missing-bike 
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~ For your diary ~ 
 

4 December: Mill Road Saturday  
 

Mill Road Winter Fair is a celebration of community along our diverse and vibrant road. Usually held 

on the first Saturday of December, the Fair brings together local businesses and 

organisations, shops and stallholders, musicians, artists and dancers in one day of 

festival joy. 

 

Ongoing uncertainty over Covid-19 sadly led to the cancellation of the 2021 Mill Road Winter Fair.  

 

However, this year the Fair has been replaced by Mill Road Saturdays – a series of small 

events held on Donkey’s Common and Petersfield on Saturdays in October, November 

and December, from 10.30am to 3.30pm. 

 

Featuring craft and charity stalls, buskers and a fabulous ‘street’ of community bunting, Mill Road 

Saturdays are a celebratory gateway to the diversity of Mill Road. The last Mill Road Saturday of the 

year takes place on Saturday 4 December – when the Fair would have been held – so expect an 

extra-special atmosphere! The Mill Road History Society will be conducting a walking tour 

from 10-11am to share more about the hidden history of our city. The cost is £12 on the day 

or £10 if booked in advance (children free). Email millroadguide@gmail.com to reserve a place. 

Meet near Parkside Pool. Find out more here. 

 

The Friends of Mill Road Cemetery will be hosting our own free tour of the 

Cemetery, setting off from the Mill Road entrance at 12 noon.  

We hope to see you there! 
 

Feel free to display the poster over the page in your window. 
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A TREASURE TROVE OF PEOPLE  

HISTORY AND WILDLIFE: 

 

A GUIDED TOUR OF MILL ROAD 

CEMETERY  
 

 SATURDAY 4TH DECEMBER 12.00 NOON 

Meet at the Mill Road entrance 

 
              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
on behalf of the Friends of Mill Road Cemetery 

 

All events and activities in Mill Road Cemetery take place with agreement from  

Cambridge City Council and the Parochial Burial Grounds Management Committee 

 


